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MICHAEL: Of course, indeed. Well, | had best be down to the

Heffrans. And you had better get out of this beforé it gets

worse. (HE wraps the muffler around his neck a bit tighter.)
Good day to you. sir.

(HE exits SR)

CHIEF: And Merry Christmas. Father. (Back to the audience.)

Well, Virginia didn't get much help there, SO where would she

go next? Where would gg_ugo? Well, think. Where is the best
place to find all knowledge?

(LIGHTS come up DSL. MRS. BIRCH is standing and looking
out over the audience. A podium may pe used here. There is the
SOUND OF CHILDREN restlessly moving and talking.)

BIRCH: (Holding @ yard stick.) Settie down, children, setile
down. (The hubbub slowly subsides.) | know Christmas is
coming, but it's not here yet. | wish it were, pelieve me; | wish
it were! Butits not and let's hear no more about it (SHE aims
the stick out.) Robert Tyler, you stop that this minute! Let go
of Karen's hair! Don't make me come back there! (SHE lowers
her yardstick,) We've no time for any foolishness today. Now,
get out your pencils. We're going 1o have a spelling test and
see if you have been paying attention. (SOUND of children all
going “awww’.) Quiet now. Just use your heads and
remember our “ pefore E except after ¢’ rule. That's all the
hint 'm giving you- First, let's see who's brought in notes from
home. (SHE shuffled through some pages and pulls up one.)
“Please excuse Mary Louise from class early today. It's wash
day and her father and | thought it was time she started
learning how.” (SHE looks out.) Mary Louise? Mary Lou! Up
here, dear. You get your homework assignments from me
before you leave. (Back to the notes.) What next? (SHE
reads.) “Wesley is absent today.” (SHE look up.) Well, they're
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right about that. (Back to the note.) Absent, A—B-‘S-I-N-T. They
ought to take the spelling test. 1 did not like his color this
morning, so 1 am Kkeeping him in today. \fyou did not get this
note, let us know.” Il didn't get the note how would | know |
didn't get the note? Did his sister leave this? What was het
color like? Probably got into the coal bin again. ( SHE picks up
another note.) "Mrs. Birch, can We bring decorations from
home to put &N the Christmas ree?’ (SHE Jooks out.) Now,
didn't 1 just say that Christmas is still over 2 week away- And |
for one, am not going to let it get in the way of our |lessons. 1S
that perfecﬂy clear? | want no more discussion of the matter
uniil then, NO more gquestions about Christmas. Now.
picks up the next note.) “Dear Mrs. Birch. 18 there a Santa
Claus?” (SHE looks Up and then pack to the note.) “\f there
is, please write that down nere.” Write, R-I-T-E. (SHE looks
up.) vVirginia! See me at recess:

(LIGHTS dim on HER and come up 07 the O' Hanlon dining
room. MAMA is again sitting and working on a Christmas
decoration. She is gluing together a newspaper chain and singing
to herself.)

MAMA: “Oh, come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. Oh,
come ye, o, come ye to Bethlenem.”

(VI RGINIA enters through the arch. She drops her books loudly
on the table and slumps in a chair. MAMA looks at her a
moment and begins again.)

MAMA: (Continued.) *Qh, come all ye faithful, joyful and
triumphant" .. (SHE looks at WRGJNIA.} Everybody!
{WRGIN.‘A doesn't move:) You don't seem too joyful and

triumphant.
VIRGINIA: | don't feel very joyful. And | don't know what
triumphant means.



