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MISSY: He ain't gonna lie to me.

VIRGINIA: Well, my papa has never lied to me. And he's a
doctor.

CHARLY: Don't he lie to his patients, when he has ta?

VIRGINIA: No, ma'am, he does not. He believes in what the
Good Book says. You always tell the truth.

MISSY: She didn't say your papa was a liar, she said my papa
was a liar.

CHARLY: | didn't say he was a liar!

MISSY: That's better.

CHARLY: | said he was stupid!

MISSY: He ain't stupid! And he's as honest as the day is long!

CHARLY: Well, it's almost Christmas; the days are getting
shorter.

MISSY: (Holds up a fist.) You want a bloody nose?

(The GIRLS chat quietly as the CHIEF speaks to the audience.)

CHIEF: Well, they're talking together as all children talk. You
remember when you were a child. The usual subjects, how
their parents have no brains, the cost of not telling the truth,
how the world is coming to an end. But then, something
serious comes up ... for one of them. (HE looks back at the
GIRLS))

CHARLY: So, you believe ever'thing he says?

MISSY: Papa?

CHARLY: Who were we just talking about?!

MISSY: Yes, | certainly do.

CHARLY: Even about Santy Claus?

MISSY: Huh?

CHARLY: You believe him about that?

MISSY: Of course!

VIRGINIA: Huh? Wait. What about Santa Claus?

CHARLY: Hang on a second, Ginnie. (Back to MISSY.) You
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believe him about that?

MISSY: Yes, on accounta he told me the truth about Santa
Claus.

CHARLY: That there ain't one?

MISSY: That's right, Miss Smarty.

VIRGINIA: What?

MISSY: He told me that a long time ago, before you ever knew,
| bet.

CHARLY: Na-ah! | knew that a long time before you.

VIRGINIA: No, what ... what're you talking about? (The other
TWO look at HER.) Of course there's a Santa Claus.

MISSY: (Surprised.) Ginnie!

CHARLY: Oh, now you're being stupid.

VIRGINIA: Am not! There most certainly is a Santa Claus!

MISSY: There is not!

VIRGINIA: Oh, you're just ... you're just funning me.

CHARLY: Ginnie! There ain't no Santa Claus. Don't you know
that ... yet?

VIRGINIA: There is so!

CHARLY and MISSY: Is not!

VIRGINIA: Is so!

CHARLY and MISSY: Is not!

VIRGINIA: (On the verge of tears.) There is so! There is s0 a
Santa Claus!

MISSY: Ginnie, | can't believe you ... !

VIRGINIA: There is so!

(VIRGINIA rushes off SL. The other TWO lock at each other and
shrug.)

MISSY: | thought she knew that.
CHARLY: | thought ever’body knew that.
MISSY: (Yells after VIRGINIA.) Ginniel

(SHE and CHARLY rush off after VIRGINIA. Lights fade.)



